
ASIA-PACIFIC SOCIAL SCIENCE REVIEW

Volume 20 Number 3
SEPTEMBER 2020



The Asia-Pacific Social Science Review (APSSR) is an internationally refereed journal published four times in 
a year—March (online edition), June (online and print editions), September (online), and December (online and 
print) by De La Salle University, Manila, Philippines. It aims to be a leading venue for authors seeking to share 
their data and perspectives on compelling and emerging topics in the social sciences with, and to create an impact 
on, the region’s communities of academics, researchers, students, civil society, policymakers, and development 
specialists, among others. Topics related to or with implications for the region that are pursued employing sound 
methodologies and comparative, and inter, multi, and transdisciplinary approaches are of particular interest. 
Overall, the APSSR seeks to glocalize knowledge towards developing a body of regional perspectives on key 
global issues. The APSSR is listed in the Elsevier’s Scopus, the ASEAN Citation Index, and EBSCO and is a 
Category A journal based on the Philippines’ Commission on Higher Education list.  The APSSR has both printed 
and online (https://apssr.com/) editions, and a Facebook Page, at https://www.facebook.com/DLSUAPSSR/. The 
journal’s online submission platform, ScholarOne, is at https://mc04.manuscriptcentral.com/apssr.

Annual Subscription Rates: Foreign libraries and institutions: US$60 (airmail). Individuals: US$50 (airmail). 
Philippine domestic subscription rates for libraries and institutions: Php1,800, individuals: Php1,300. Please 
contact Ms. Joanne Castañares for subscription details: telefax: (632) 523-4281, e-mail: dlsupublishinghouse@
dlsu.edu.ph.

Copyright © 2020 by De La Salle University 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise—
without written permission from the copyright owner.

ISSN 0119-8386

Published by De La Salle University Publishing House
2401 Taft Avenue, 0922 Manila, Philippines
Telefax:  (63 2) 523-4281
Email: dlsupublishinghouse@dlsu.edu.ph
Websites: http://www.dlsu.edu.ph/offices/publishing-house/default.asp
             http://www.ejournals.ph

The De La Salle University Publishing House is the publications office 
of De La Salle University, Manila, Philippines.



Editorial Board

Romeo B. Lee
Editor-in-Chief

De La Salle University, Philippines
romeo.lee@dlsu.edu.ph

Mark Stephan Felix
Academic Editor

Mahidol University, Thailand

Bing Baltazar Brillo
Academic Editor

University of the Philippines  
at Los Baños

Yan Liu
Academic Editor

Jining Medical University,  
China

Xin Guo
Academic Editor

Jining Medical University, China

Joseph C. Velasco
Managing Editor

De La Salle University, Philippines

International Advisory Board

Patricio N. Abinales
University of Hawaii-Manoa, USA

Leonora Angeles 
University of British Columbia, 
Canada

Edward Aspinall 
The Australian National University

William Case
City University of Hong Kong, 
China

Nopraenue Sajjarax Dhirathiti
Mahidol University, Thailand

Edmund Terence Gomez 
University of Malaya, Malaysia

Joaquin Gonzalez III
Golden Gate University, USA

Huong Ha
Singapore University of 
Social Sciences

Allen Hicken 
University of Michigan, USA

Brendan Howe 
Ewha Womans University, 
South Korea

Paul Hutchcroft
The Australian National University

Yuko Kasuya
Keio University, Japan

Philip Kelly
York University, Canada

Koichi Nakano
Sophia University, Japan

Robert Salazar
Ritsumeikan University, Japan

Christian Schafferer
Overseas Chinese University, 
Taiwan

Bilveer Singh
National University of Singapore

Mark Thompson
City University of Hong Kong, 
China 

Dirk Tomsa
La Trobe University, Australia

Andreas Ufen
German Institute of Global Affairs, 
Germany

Meredith Weiss
State University of New York at 
Albany, USA

Marcus Antonius Ynalvez
Texas A&M International 
University, USA





ASIA-PACIFIC SOCIAL SCIENCE REVIEW

Table of Contents

FROM THE EDITOR

 Learning About Ageing in Japan—Health as a Cultural Fixture, Due to Quality Life
 Romeo B. Lee

RESEARCH ARTICLES

A Citespace Analysis of International Studies on “Belt and Road Initiative” (2013–2019) 1  
 Xiao Liu

The Influence of Brand Experience on Brand Loyalty Among Mobile Phone  17
Users in Pampanga, Philippines: A Mediation Analysis
Jean Paolo G. Lacap and Antonieta P. Tungcab

Annals of the Hồng Bàng Clan: From Ancient Legend to Modern Molecular Biology Evidence 32  
 Hoang Huu Phuoc

Psychological Distress of Filipino Deaf: Role of Environmental Vulnerabilities,  42
Self-Efficacy, and Perceived Functional Social Support 
Marcella L. Sintos

Receptive Vocabulary Size as a Predictor of Undergraduates’ Overall Cumulative Grade  56
Point Average in English as Medium of Instruction Universities
Arifur Rahman 

Basic Psychological Need Satisfaction and Frustration Scale-Adolescents (THE BPNSFS-A): 76
Validity in the Vietnamese Context
Nguyen Phuoc Cat Tuong

Flight Intentions Among Residents in Crime-Ridden Neighborhoods: A PLS-SEM Assessment 89
William Wee-Lim Hew, Gerald Guan-Gan Goh, Angel Boon-Yee Low, and Siok-Hwa Lau

Terms of Endearment: The Displacement of Inday  102
Hazel T. Biana and Ruel M. Nalam



Effects of Brand- and Customer-Related Factors on Purchase Decision on Chinese        111
Smartphone Brands in Thailand
Chinnicha Wongsawat and Samart Deebhijarn

The Role of Entrepreneur’s Financial Sophistication on the Nexus of Business Strategy  120
and Sustainability Indicators of Philippine Microenterprises
Sheevun Di O. Guliman
 

RESEARCH BRIEFS

The Impact of Indonesian Non-Tariff Measures on Import: The Case of Sanitary and Phytosanitary   130
and Technical Barriers to Trade
Ilman Hakim and Maddaremmeng A. Panennungi 

Determination of Physical Geographical Components in the Construction of Environmental   142
Sustainability Awareness Index of the Malaysian Society
Mahat Hanifah, Hashim Mohmadisa, Saleh Yazid, Nayan Nasir, Suhaili Samsudin,  

 and Norkhaidi Saiyidatina Balkhis

Islamic Attitudes Towards Israel and Jews: A Comparison of Malaysia and Indonesia 152
Syed Imad Alatas

Diffusing Social Innovations in Philippine Apitourism 163
John Paolo R. Rivera, Lailani L. Alcantara, and Anahata Harikumar

Antecedents to Thai Night Market Visitor Revisit Intention 182
Dumrong Bamrongpol, Puris Sornsaruht, and Samart Deebhijarn

Names of Malay Muslim Men and the Internal Conflict in the Southern Provinces of Thailand:  192
Some Notes
Karansupamas Engchuan

BOOK REVIEW

Students First: Maneuvering Through the Maze of Dissertation or Thesis Writing  198
Jamnean Joungtrakul



From the Editor

Learning About Ageing in Japan—Health as a Cultural Fixture Due to Quality Life

At Hokkaido University (HU) in Sapporo, Japan, two short courses—under the auspices of the Japanese 
government’s Sakura Science Program—are held each year. These courses are country-level knowledge-sharing 
forums centered on critical health issues. The participants comprise contingents of early-career teachers and 
graduate students—and their mentors—from a consortium of higher educational institutions that include HU, 
De La Salle University (DLSU) in the Philippines, Seoul National University in South Korea, University of 
Peradeniya in Sri Lanka, and Mahidol University in Thailand. I participated in the courses as a mentor, resource 
person, and facilitator, during which I helped in the discussion of the course’s mainstay topics, such as population 
aging. Let me share the general drift of our course focus on aging for whatever purpose the information may 
serve our regional readers. 

 We had discussed aging at the course because we wanted more countries to begin or to continue their 
efforts to assist their respective elderly population in terms of their health. To date, very few countries in the 
Asia-Pacific have relevant systematic efforts, reasoning that their national population is not yet that old, which is 
really true. For instance, the proportion of citizens aged ³65 years in the Philippines, South Korea, Sri Lanka, and 
Thailand is relatively small to date (<15%). We argued among ourselves, though, that our countries do not have 
to wait for the elderly population to burgeon to a critical level before we could act on the sector’s needs. Even 
now where only a handful of our citizens are elderly, we feel that there is already a need for us to systematically 
institute our corresponding resources, to learn from the process and the experience, and to augment our subsequent 
implementation of pertinent efforts so that when the moment of aging comes, we would be more than prepared. 
Thus we called for a pro-active rather than a reactive action on aging—and certainly, a pathway to steer ourselves 
towards adopting that stance is by gaining first-hand experience in Japan. As to be later stressed in this discussion, 
Japan is the best source of premium knowledge on aging in the Asia-Pacific.

 At the course, before we were kept abreast of Japan’s aging, we—the country representatives—were first 
asked to prepare and to present a national accounting of our relevant country-level resources. These resources 
refer to national policies, programs, structures, as well as current and projected proportions of our national elderly 
population, based on the United Nations data sets. In our accounting, we had invariably described our country-wide 
social, economic, and political ramifications of aging; followed by our bullet-listing of the elderly’s biological, 
medical, and sociopsychological conditions (e.g., depression, dementia, Alzheimer’s, glaucoma, cardiovascular 
disease, diabetes, cancers, and arthritis); and then, we stressed the need for interventions. The accounting was 
a stocktaking exercise where we became cognizant (the first time for most of us) of our respective country’s 
elderly-related resources or lack thereof. 

Overall, our reporting and discussion of our own country-level accounting information were highly instructive, 
not to mention that these processes specifically helped us to somehow imprint aging—both as a social and personal 
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issue—into our consciousness. Unfortunately, because most of those at the course were very young (<25) and 
were non-aging specialists, the whole group was inclined to over-generalize and over-simplify the facts. For 
example, by simply enumerating the illnesses affecting the elderly (e.g., diabetes), we were, in turn, giving the 
impression that those ³65 years of age were all suffering from diabetes or other illnesses on the list. This is not 
true. The fact is, as published data after data would suggest, the elderly population is not monolithic—some are 
chronically sick, others are only moderately sick, whereas many or some others are, in fact, disease-free. For 
instance, among South Korea’s elderly persons, just three of every 10 have diabetes, which means that a rather 
large number of them are healthy. Any discourse has to be very cautious in making a stereotypical description of 
the elderly population because not all are ill.

Following our country-level accounting, we were given a lecture on the aging population of Japan. Several 
points were made, many of which are wide public knowledge, hence familiar (a great deal has already been 
published on the subject). Let me rewind some points. Japan is aging, given that its elderly population is growing 
apace (nearly 30% to date) and is heading for further growth in just the near term according to projections. The 
Land of the Rising Sun seems unworried about the health of its elderly population, which is rightly so because 
many of them are, in fact, healthy, having several more years or decades of life ahead of them. According to data, 
the Japanese have the longest life expectancy in the world—about 90 years for women and some few years off 
for men. In this respect, Japan effectively illustrates this one less known but crucial fact about aging—old age 
does not equate to being ill and dying. In explaining the enviable healthy aging of Japan, the lecture, as well as 
the published sources, would point to the role of multiple factors. Upon closer examination, these factors would 
all revolve, in one way or another, around the quality of care and support that the Japanese receive throughout 
their entire lifespan. This means that from infancy through childhood, adulthood, and middle age until old age, 
the Japanese have only been getting the best quality of life from their motherland.

Beyond the lecture hall, we easily verified the truthfulness of the claim regarding the best quality of life in 
Japan and of the Japanese. On our way to the course’s off-campus activity—comprising a visit to an elderly 
home facility and a specialist-organization for elderly-related technologies—we experienced the operations of 
and the action at the broader Japanese society, where facets of the country’s best quality life were unfolding one 
after another right in front of our very eyes. We had observed, to name a few, that: the streets, as well as the air, 
were clean, the surrounding was lined with trees and other greens, water canals were crystal-clear, buses and 
trains were running on-the-dot, pedestrians and drivers alike were obeying the traffic rules, healthy food was 
widely available, our van driver was neat looking and neatly dressed, our van was freshly cleaned, there were no 
unleashed dogs let alone cats found roaming the streets, and no beggars were in sight. 

Our visit to the elderly home facility further confirmed the truth about the country’s best quality of life. The 
elderly home was very clean, had a good structure, and was equipped with modern appliances. Additionally, 
the facility personnel were noted for their professionalism in their focus, dedication, and service. The elderly 
residents—on account of our conversations with some of them—expressed contentment with the quality of 
their current accommodation and the care services they received. Some residents reported having ailments and 
ongoing medication and treatment, whereas others indicated not being sick. Moreover, our visit to an elderly-
related technology-making organization, where we also interacted with its personnel, similarly affirmed our view 
regarding the truthfulness of the best quality of life claim. The organization’s office was squeaky clean, orderly, 
and modern in terms of equipment and facilities. We found the personnel performing their responsibilities very 
professionally: not only were they so much engrossed with their work—that is, had zero time for idle talk—but 
that they were sharply focused as well on perfecting their products. Most importantly, we tested the organization’s 
completed technologies ourselves (e.g., robots), and we found them functional at the highest level. As we further 
learned, the organization continues to devise more technologies to serve the needs of the elderly with special 
needs, such as those living alone and in a faraway location. 
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On the whole, the module on Japan’s aging was the most impactful among our course activities. We did not 
just listen about the facts, but we also saw, experienced, and evaluated their veracity. Indeed, the elderly’s healthy 
condition and best quality life in Japan are far from being sporadic phenomena but are a cultural fixture and a way 
of life, which was the one big lesson that we—Filipinos, South Koreans, Sri Lankans, and Thais—had carried 
with us as we headed back to our countries.

As one theory says, we become healthy not by chance but by design. In other words, our health condition at 
older ages is a product of what we—including our loved ones—had done or failed to do throughout the younger 
phases of our lives. For example, our engagements in excessive and risky lifestyle activities at adulthood deserve 
due attention because of their most damaging and irreparable consequences at later ages. Although we can seek 
medication and treatment for the health consequences, the results, particularly for grave morbidities, are less certain, 
not to mention that the costs would be more than catastrophic. Thus, it is important for the national government, 
social institutions, social groups, and our individual selves to act in tandem to prevent and control the occurrence 
of morbidities among us—the earlier our action, the better it would be. Among others, the government can make 
the larger environment broadly conducive for health (e.g., clean streets, healthy food); families and individuals 
can strengthen their cognitive and attitudinal resources so that they can exercise more self-control, for instance, 
over their food choices and intake. Like in Japan, health must be broad-based, permeating every nook and cranny 
of our lives, a core concern for all of us, 24/7/365. The suggested norm-to-action movement has to be rightfully 
informed by science—not by common sense or opinion regardless of the source, but by science, where data from 
rigorously-designed systematic studies are collected, analyzed, and applied to effect the needed change. Generated 
systematic data can then be shared among intra- and inter-country stakeholders, such as those participating in 
short courses like those at HU. Data sharing can be done as well through this journal, the Asia-Pacific Social 
Science Review (Scopus). The more people who get to read about our scientific findings, the better it would be 
for the region.

Here is the most recent milestone for all of us—APSSR is now on ScholarOne! If you have research articles 
in the social sciences, submit these at https://mc04.manuscriptcentral.com/apssr. Our journal’s home remains at 
https://apssr.com. 

Rest assured that all your submissions are given very prompt and due attention at APSSR.

         Romeo B. Lee
         Editor-in-Chief
         romeo.lee@dlsu.edu.ph




