
ASIA-PACIFIC SOCIAL SCIENCE REVIEW

Volume 13 Number 2 DECEMBER 2013

Copyright © 2013 De La Salle University

- Accredited by the Commission on Higher Education as one of the most distinguished 	
  Philippine journals classified in Category B level
- Abstracted and Indexed in EBSCO



The Asia-Pacific Social Science Review (APSSR) is an internationally refereed journal published 
biannually by the De La Salle University, Manila, Philippines and is abstracted by the online research 
database EBSCO. It aims to introduce a venue for the discussion of contemporary issues related to 
economics, politics, development, society, and international relations. Subject matter should be on topics 
that concern the Asia-Pacific region, or that which provides a perspective from within the region. The 
APSSR encourages theoretical and methodological papers with an emphasis on comparative study and 
empirical research addressing development problems in Asia and Pacific contexts. It seeks to publish 
research arising from a broad variety of methodological traditions and those with multi- and inter-
disciplinary focus. The APSSR is officially endorsed by the Asian Political and International Studies 
Association (APISA).

Annual Subscription Rates: Foreign libraries and institutions: US$40 (surface mail), US$50 (airmail).  
Individuals: US$25 (surface mail), US$35 (airmail).  Philippine domestic subscription rates for 
libraries and institutions: Php1,500, individuals: Php1,300.  Please contact Ms. Joanne T. Castañares 
for subscription details: telefax: (632) 523-4281, e-mail: joanne.castanares@dlsu.edu.ph

Copyright  ©  2013 by De La Salle University

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise—
without written permission from the copyright owner.

ISSN 0119-8386

Published by De La Salle University Publishing House
2401 Taft Avenue, Manila 1004 Philippines
Telephone:  (63 2) 523-4281 / 524-2611 loc 271
Fax:  (63 2) 523-4281
Emails:  dlsupublishinghouse@dlsu.edu.ph
		   dlsupublishinghouse@gmail.com
Website:  www.dlsu.edu.ph

The De La Salle University Publishing House is the publications office
of De La Salle University, Manila, Philippines.



EDITORIAL BOARD

	 Editor
	 Romeo B. Lee, Ph.D.
	 De La Salle University, Philippines

	 Managing Editor
	 Yellowbelle Duaqui
	 De La Salle University, Philippines

INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD

	 Patricio N. Abinales
University of Hawaii-Manoa, U.S.A

	 Leonora Angeles 
	 University of British Columbia, Canada

	 Edward Aspinall 
	 Australian National University, 
	 Canberra, Australia

	 William Case
	 City University of Hong Kong, SAR, China

	 Paul Chambers 
	 Payap University, Chiang Mai, Thailand

	 Renato de Castro 
	 De La Salle University, Manila, Philippines

	 Narayanan Ganesan, 
	 Hiroshima Peace Institute, Hiroshima, Japan

	 Edmund Terence Gomez 
	 University of Malaya, 
	 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

	 Joaquin Gonzales III
	 University of San Francisco, USA

	 Allen Hicken 
	 University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA

	 Toshiya Hoshino 
	 Osaka School of International Public Policy, 
	 Osaka, Japan

	 Brendan Howe 
	 Ewha Womans University, Seoul, South Korea

	 Paul Hutchcroft
	 Australian National University, 
	 Canberra, Australia

	 Yuko Kasuya
	 Keio University, Tokyo, Japan

	 Philip Kelly
	 York University, Canada

	 Gerardo Largoza 
	 De La Salle University, Manila, Philippines

Wang Li
Nankai University, Tianjin, China

Ron Matthews
Nanyang Technological University, 
Singapore

Akihisa Matsuno
Osaka School of International Public Policy, 
Osaka, Japan

Charmaine Misalucha 
De La Salle University, Manila, Philippines

Ka Ho Mok
The Hong Kong Institute of Education, 
SAR, China

Siripan Nogsuan
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand

Kitti Prasertsuk
Thammasat University, Bangkok, Thailand

Robert Salazar
Ritsumeikan Asia-Pacific University, 
Beppu, Japan

Christian Schafferer
Overseas Chinese University, Taichung, Taiwan

Bilveer Singh
National University of Singapore

Mark Thompson
City University of Hong Kong, SAR, China 

Dirk Tomsa
La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia

Andreas Ufen
German Institute of Global Affairs, Hamburg, 
Germany

Napisa Waitoolkiat
Payap University, Chiang Mai, Thailand

Meredith Weiss
State University of New York at Albany, 
New York, USA





ASIA-PACIFIC SOCIAL SCIENCE REVIEW

Table of Contents

FROM THE EDITOR

RESEARCH ARTICLES

Does Spending on Human Capital Reduce Fertility and  Poverty in India? A Panel Data Study	 1 
Gargi Bhattacharya and Sushil Haldar

Moral Decline in Teens: The Application of Contextual Theology	 24
Dalmacito Cordero, Jr.

Research Productivity of East Asian Scientists:  Does Cosmopolitanism in Professional	 41 
Networking, Research Collaboration, and Scientific Conference Attendance Matter?
Susan Marie Aguilar, Marcus Antonius Ynalvez, John Kilburn, Noriko Hara, Ruby Ynalvez, 
Kuo-Hua Chen, and Yoshinori Kamo

Agency and Governmentality: The Regulation and  Resistance of 	 63
Muslim Students in a Public High School
Gerry Lanuza

Prevalence and Associated Factors of Suicide Ideation 	 79
among University Students: Evidence from Large-Scale Surveys
Yan Liu and Romeo Lee

Domestic Political Change and Ethnic Minorities – 	 87
A Case Study of the Ethnic Vietnamese in Cambodia
Ramses Amer

Financial Liberalization and Reform of Japan’s Ministry of Finance: 	 102
Implications for Japanese Developmental State
Dennis Trinidad

Depictions of Culture in Filipino Independent Films	 120
Ramon Felipe Sarmiento

RESEARCH BRIEFS

Vulnerable Runaway Children to Trafficking in Makassar, Indonesia	 139
Syamsuddin, MA and Azlinda Azman

Audience Ethnography of Javanese Family Viewing Practice in Yogyakarta	 144
Reny Triwardani

BOOK REVIEW

Southeast Asian Memories of the Japanese War
Erwin Fernandez	 149





FROM THE EDITOR

Our December 2013 issue features research-based articles with topics focusing on a spectrum 
of issues—from human capital public expenditures on reducing fertility and poverty levels to 
research productivity, and from ethnic minorities to moral decadence and suicide in young people.  
Let me add my brief perspectives on some of these issues.

Gargi Bhattacharya and Sushil K. Haldar utilize data to investigate the nexus between Indian 
government’s spending on human capital on the one hand, and birth and poverty rates on the 
other. The analysis is very useful not only for its given theoretical and empirical value but for 
its political significance. Indeed, if India with its elevated fertility and poverty levels were to 
further advance its national and global development goals, it has to manage these twin issues 
effectively.  Purposive and well-designed interventions are seen as necessary for fertility and 
poverty reductions, albeit very few systematic investigations are informing us, in definitive 
terms, if such efforts are efficacious.  In appreciating the analysis, one has to take note of the 
established association between fertility and poverty.

A group of researchers in the US led by Susan Marie Aguilar examines research productivity 
among East Asian scientists.  In particular, they determine if cosmopolitanism measured in terms 
of one’s networking, collaborating and conferencing is related with one’s total journal productivity 
and productivity in high-impact journals. Read the article for its findings on these hypothesized 
associations. The manuscript is highly informative especially for most of the region’s universities 
that are continuing to harness their modest academic resources to have their publications featured 
in high-impact publications, and thus, improve their national, regional and world ranking.

Dalmacito A. Cordero, Jr. examines moral decline in teenagers and identifies and discusses its 
distinct sources—mass media, peer pressure, and poor family involvement. The published research 
literature has abundant information on the roles of the mass media and key social groups on the basis 
that these are ubiquitous social agents of adolescents. Rather than just single out the influencing 
sources of moral decline, the author recommends “an effective evangelization” through contextual 
theology in which religious education uses the process of engagement.  As teens nowadays are a 
generation of techies, educators should be able to define a role for e-technology in contextual theology.

Ramses Amer and Gerry Lanuza provide two separate research perspectives on ethnic 
minorities; the former on ethnic Vietnamese in Cambodia and the latter on Muslim students in 
the Philippines. Though their framework differs (the first is a national-level analysis while the 
second is micro), both articles highlight some patterns, dynamics and complexities of relations 
between the social majority and minority. The evidence has ramifications for discourses and 
actions related to peace, security, and stability especially in Asia-Pacific where there dwell upon 
thousands of ethnic minorities. 

In addition to the aforementioned full-length research articles, we also feature in this issue 
research briefs (mini-articles of not more than 2,000 words) on vulnerable children and trafficking 
and television viewing practices; and a book review. For more than a decade now, the Asia-
Pacific Social Science Review has been an active partner in publishing manuscripts that advance 
burning issues and viewpoints affecting the region. We seek to further strengthen this role as we 
move forward even more. 

Romeo B. Lee, Ph.D.
Editor




