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The Contributors

Noelle Leslie dela Cruz is Associate Professor 
of Philosophy in De La Salle University (Manila), 
where she received her Ph.D. in Philosophy and her 
MFA in Creative Writing, specializing in poetry. Her 
poetry collection, Sisyphus on the Penrose Stairs: 
Meta-Reveries, published by Vagabond Press, won 
First Prize for Poetry in English at the 2017 Palanca 
Awards. In 2016–17 she served as Fellow for Poetry for 
the Bienvenido N. Santos Creative Writing Center. She 
is lead author of the senior high core course textbook, 
Philosophy of the Human Person: Giving Meaning 
to Life, published by Oxford University. She also co-
edited the anthology Feminista: Gender, Race, and 
Class in the Philippines, published by Anvil Press. 
She serves as editorial consultant and book review 
editor for Philosophia: The International Journal of 
Philosophy. Her research and teaching areas include 
existential phenomenology, philosophy of literature, 
and feminist philosophy. 

Clarissa V. Militante  is  author of  two 
novels, Different Countries (Anvil, 2010) and We 
Who Cannot Be Daughters (UST Publishing House, 
2014). Different Countries was long-listed in the 
2009 Man Asia Literary Prize and was a finalist at the 
2011 University of the Philippines Madrigal-Gonzalez 
Best First Book Award. Her third novel, State of 
Happiness, is soon to be published by UP Press under 
the UP Institute of Creative Writing Center Philippine 
Writers Series. She currently teaches Literature and 
Creative Writing courses in De La Salle University 
where she also finished her PhD in Literature.

Jhoanna Lynn B. Cruz is a professor of creative 
writing at the University of the Philippines Mindanao. 
She holds a creative practice PhD from RMIT 
University, Australia. Cruz wrote the first sole-author 
collection of lesbian-themed stories published in 
the Philippines, Women Loving (2010), which is 

currently available as an eBook entitled Women on 
Fire. Her recent book, Abi Nako. Or So I Thought 
(2020) published by the UP Press, is the first lesbian 
memoir in the Philippines. Among the anthologies she 
has edited is the Tingle Anthology of Pinay Lesbian 
Writing (2021). 

Katrina Stuart Santiago is a teacher of writing and 
criticism at the College of St. Benilde-School of Design 
and the Arts, co-owner of the small press Everything’s 
Fine, and author of Romances: Variations on Love and 
Rebellions: Notes on Independence (2017); and Of 
Love and Other Lemons (2020). Her critical writing 
fuels her activism, seeking practices that delve into 
systemic dysfunctions and institutional crises, and 
championing a lived feminism. She founded People 
for Accountable Governance and Sustainable Action-
PAGASAph in 2020 to forge issue-based solidarities 
across diverse sectors. She is the only Filipino writer 
chosen to take part in the Association for Women’s 
Rights in Development’s (AWID) Feminist Journalist 
Project, a global cohort of 15 writers. She has been 
writing at katrinasantiago.com since 2008, and is @
radikalchick online.

Mikee Inton-Campbell is assistant professor of 
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies at California 
State University where she teaches Trans and Queer of 
Color Studies. Her work centers on trans representation 
in Philippine and Asian film and media. She is also a 
board member of the Society of Trans Women of the 
Philippines (STRAP), the country’s oldest-running 
trans-centered organization. Along with Dr. Brenda 
Alegre of the University of Hong Kong and Dr. Jaya 
Jacobo of Coventry University, Dr. Inton-Campbell 
is co-editor of the TransPilipinas Anthology, an up-
coming collection of fiction, poetry, prose, and art for 
and by trans and gender-diverse Filipinos.



Gary C. Devilles is the author of Sensing Manila, 
editor of Pasakalye: Antolohiya ng Panitikang 
Filipino, and co editor of Espasyo ng Kulturang 
Popular with Roland Tolentino, all published by the 
Ateneo de Manila University Press.  He graduated with 
an AB Philosophy and an MA in Literature in Ateneo 
de Manila University and a PhD in Media Studies at 
La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia. Gary is 
the current chair of Manunuri ng Pelikulang Pilipino 
(Filipino Film Critics) that gives the annual Gawad 
Urian Awards.

Makata, kritiko, guro, at tagasalin si Louie Jon 
A. Sánchez. “Associate Professor ng Broadcast 
Communication sa University of the Philippines, 
Diliman. Awtor ng Abangán: Mga Pambungad na 
Resepsiyon sa Kultura ng Teleserye (UST Publishing 
House), at Ang Drama ng Ating Búhay: Isang 
Kasaysayang Kultural ng Teleserye (De La Salle 
University Publishing House). 



Information for Authors

Submission Guidelines

1. Akda welcomes the following article types for publication:
1. Regular articles: original and unpublished critical essays on literary, cultural and performance 

texts and scholarship in Asia, which range from 6,000 to 9,000 words (inclusive of abstract, notes 
and work cited section).       

2. Perspectives articles: exegetical essays on writing and performance and annotated interviews 
and forum of Asian artists and scholars, which range from 3,000 to 6,000 words (inclusive of 
abstract, notes and work cited section).

3. Review articles: reviews of scholarly monographs, and creative, cultural and performance texts 
in Asia, which range from 1,000 to 2,500 words (inclusive of publication details and work cited 
section).

1. Submitted articles should not be previously published or under consideration for another journal or 
publication.

2. The journal accepts Regular and Perspectives articles in Filipino, so long as it is accompanied with a title 
and abstract translated in English.

3. All articles should follow the most recent style guide from Modern Language Association (MLA), with 
the work cited section at the end of the document.

4. Submissions should be in MS Word document and in two files. The first file should be the title page 
containing the title of the article, full name of the author/s, institutional affiliation, email address of cor-
responding author, abstract (for Regular and Perspectives articles only), which is comprised of 150-250 
words with at least four key words, and a short bionote/s of author/s around 50-100 words. The second 
file should be the anonymized manuscript containing the title and the body of the article, tables and fig-
ures on the intended pages/sections in the manuscript and notes and work cited sections. Please ensure 
that the second file does not contain any identifying marks of the author/s to maintain the integrity of the 
blind review process.

5. Authors are responsible for securing permission for including in the article any copyrighted material 
requiring permission.

6. Articles should be submitted as an email attachment to the Editor in Chief (akda@dlsu.edu.ph) or through 
the Online Submission Portal in the SUBMIT AN ARTICLE section. If you are submitting via email, 
please provide a cover letter addressed to the Editor in Chief in the body of the email.

7.  Articles can be submitted anytime. Once the article receives an acceptance decision from the reviewers, 
and approved for publication by the editors, it will be queued on a first-come, first served basis, according 
to the publication schedules of two regular issues (April and October) while undergoing the production 
process of copyediting and proofreading.

8. There are no submission, processing, and publication fees.
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Submission Preparation Checklist:

Before submitting the article, authors are encouraged to check their submission’s compliance to the following items:
1. The article has not been previously published, nor previously submitted to another journal or publication 

for consideration.
2. The article is in Microsoft Word (doc. or docx.) file format.
3. Where available, DOIs and URLs for the references have been provided in the Work Cited section.
4. The article adheres to the following word processing format: double-spaced; uses a 12-point font; employs 

italics, rather than underlining (except with URL addresses); and all illustrations, figures, and tables are 
placed within the text at the appropriate points, rather than at the end.

5. The article follows the stylistic and bibliographic requirements of the most recent MLA style.
6. The first Word document is the title page which contains the title of the article, full name of the author, 

institutional affiliation, email address, abstract (for Regular and Perspectives articles only), which is com-
prised of 150-250 words with at least four key words, and a short author’s bionote around 50-100 words.

7. The second Word document is the anonymized manuscript which bears the title of the article, the body 
of the article, notes and work cited section, and has no identifying marks of the author

Submissions that do not adhere to these guidelines may be returned to authors.

Editorial Policies

Review Process

Editors evaluate the submitted article’s originality and quality before it undergoes the reviewer selection process. 
Articles are then assessed by two referees who are known experts in the field, who would decide the article’s 
suitability for publication in Akda. After a period of few weeks to a few months, the author/s will receive the 
reviewer reports. Rejected articles will not be considered for publication while accepted articles would be queued 
for publication. For articles with a revise and resubmit decision, authors will revise the article and respond to 
the comments of the reviewers until the article is deemed fit for publication by reviewers and editors. Accepted 
articles will proceed to copyediting and proofreading in the production stage.

Open Access Policy

Akda provides open access to all of its content towards the end of making research available to the public and 
increased visibility and accessibility of our authors’ works.

Furthermore, Akda does not collect any submission, processing, or publication fees.

Publication Ethics and Malpractice Statement

Akda is committed to publishing articles of high-quality in the spirit of academic and research integrity. All in-
volved in the publication process, including publishers, editors, reviewers, and authors, are expected to strictly 
adhere to the following publication ethics and malpractice statement.

Editors’ responsibilities – The editors screen all submissions and determine which will be forwarded to review-
ers based on the originality and quality of content as well as observance of submission guidelines. They select 
reviewers, considering expertise and relevant qualifications, and ensure confidentiality through a blind-refereeing 
process. They oversee every step of the publication from the manuscript review to the production process.
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Reviewers’ responsibilities – The reviewers evaluate the articles, providing written assessments of the manu-
script’s merits and limitations. They give information on relevant works not cited in the manuscript. They are 
expected to be objective in their evaluation and must disclose any conflict of interest and recuse themselves from 
the review process. They uphold the integrity of the blind-refereeing process and follow the schedule as agreed 
upon with the editorial team.

Authors’ responsibilities – Authors must submit articles that have not been previously published or are under 
review by other journals or publications. They must submit only original articles, following the journal’s citation 
and style guidelines. In case of co-authored articles, authors must provide attribution and agreement from their 
peers in the submission of their manuscripts for publication. They must disclose funding sources and other possible 
conflicts of interest. Authors are expected to uphold academic honesty and properly acknowledge sources and 
provide accurate data and factual information. They are responsible for securing permission for any copyrighted 
material. They must abide by the schedule for revision and production as set by the editorial team or request for 
a reasonable extension to avoid manuscript rejection.

Collegiality – Editors, authors, and reviewers are expected to observe collegiality in correspondences and in the 
exercise of their roles and responsibilities. The schedule as agreed upon with or set by the editorial team must 
be strictly followed.
 
Confidentiality – Akda maintains a strict code of confidentiality and information relevant to the review of the 
submitted manuscript will only be available to the editors.

Publication and Copyrights – Authors are required to review and sign the publication and copyrights agreement 
before the publication of their manuscripts.

Dealing with misconduct – Akda, including its reviewers and advisory board, reserves the right to determine 
misconduct and its corresponding sanctions.




